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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
^hSJSS) STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE _3 MONTH(S) FROM 

^^r: E ^2=s T ™;>. — — 

mailing date of this con^un^at«n. ^ ^ (30) days win be considered t™V- 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)69 Responsive to communication(s) filed on Feb 10, 2003 . 

2a) K This action is FINAL. 2b) □ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters l^^on « to the meritS iS 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayte, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

rn ~, . , * no oo *s/are pending in the application. 

4) 53 Claim(s) 22-32 . . 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 24-32 
5)D Claim(s)__ 



6) K Claim(s) 22 and 23 

7) D Claim(s)_ 

8) □ Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 
9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are a) □ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on Is: *□ approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) D All bjD Some* c)D None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

b) D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

1 5) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § § 1 20 and/or 1 21 . 

Attachment(s) 

1, □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892, 41 □ Interview Senary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

2) □ Notice of Drattsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application IPTO-1 52) 

3} □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) {PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 6) □ Other: 
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Art Unit: 3731 

This application contains claims 24-32 drawn to an invention 
nonelected with traverse in Paper No. 6. A complete reply to the 
final rejection must include cancelation of nonelected claims or 
other appropriate action (37 CFR 1.144) See MPEP § 821.01. 

Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Mazzocchi (WO 96/01591) . Mazzocchi, in figures 11A 
and 11B, shows catheter (e.g., the balloon catheter described on 
page 29, lines 6-13), guide wire 260 and collapsible filter 270. 

Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mazzocchi (WO 96/01591) . Mazzocchi, in figures 
11A and 11B, shows tubular shaft 274, core wire 260 and collapsible 
filter 270. Mazzocchi fails to specifically indicate that tubular 
shaft 274 is flexible as claimed. However, Mazzocchi indicates 
that the shaft 274 may be formed of a thin walled hypotube (page 
29, lines 28-31) which obviously is flexible since thin walled 
hypotubes are typically flexible due to the thinness of their 
walls. 

Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mazzocchi (WO 96/01591) in view of Gunther et al . 
(5,329,942). Assuming arguendo that tubular shaft 274 of Mazzocchi 
is not flexible, it is noted that the mechanism to expand and 
collapse the Mazzocchi filter is complicated and includes numerous 
tethers 290. Gunther et al . teach that a collapsible vascular 
filter may be expanded and collapsed by the simple relative 
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slidable displacement between a core wire 15 and flexible shaft 19 
(col. 5, lines 37-47). Including a similar core wire and flexible 
shaft with the Mazzocchi filter in order to provide a simpler 
mechanism to expand and collapse it would have been obvious. 

Applicant's arguments filed Feb. 10, 2003 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. The allegation that the 
Mazzocchi guidewire does not direct a balloon catheter is simply 
unfounded. Mazzocchi teaches that the balloon catheter can track 
the guidewire (page 39, line 30-32) which directs the balloon 
catheter to the desired location within the vasculature. The 
allegation that the Mazzocchi filter is not "for manual deployment" 
as defined in claim 22 is also simply unfounded. Mazzocchi teaches 
that the filter is manually pushed distally beyond the end of the 
introduction catheter to deploy it (page 39, line 25-30) . As to 
claim 23, although the Gunther et al . filter is disclosed as being 
used as a vena cava filter, it is broadly a filter used in the 
patient's vasculature and is therefore similar to the Mazzocchi 
filter. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL . Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is 
set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. 
In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the 
mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date 
the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period 
for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of 
this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Michael 
Thaler whose telephone number is (703) 308-2981. The examiner can 
normally be reached Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Michael J. Milano can be 
reached on (703)308-2496. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 
(703)305-3590 for regular communications and (703)305-3590 for 
After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308-0858. 
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